


Siyu Chen

about Lover’s Orbit
2018

XFLA

5iE

2018

“[one] moves forward on its own, and yet
radiate in relation to another; one orbits
around the universe, in this mutual illumina-
tion, along with the earth.”

—— A Qin

This performance was realized in collabo-
ration with jenny 4l hsiao at Arts Letters &
Number (Upstate, NY, U.S.A) in Summer
2018. It was participated by members of
ALN in the Hill behind the House where resi-
dents of ALN lived.

We asked all our participants to improvise
the following instruction:

Find your favorite tree,

or something that you identify as a
tree.

You will be meeting your lover under
neath the tree.

Using the tree as the midpoint,

you and your lover will be orbiting
around the same tree.

You will encounter many unknowns,
but it is important that you are aware
of the presence of each other.
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The orbit between me and jenny made up
the large framework for the performance.
We walked in circle around our choice of
tree in our individual orbital track repetitive-
ly. We were interested in the Image of the
Lover that emerges when we were physically
apart. While walking, we were communicat-
ing without words, improvising the Ending
of the performance by considering the pres-
entness of the surrounding environment.

Meanwhile, other participants orbited on the
Hill based on their own perception of the
instruction. Some were holding hands with
their backs facing each other to move the
Tree between the two. The tip of the twig

on top of the tree was continuously mak-

ing drawings in circular motion. Some were
orbiting on their own, having solitary conver-
sations with the Tree(s) without any external
interference. Some wrapped the Tree bark
around with a rope and used the tree as a
support for a swing. Whenever someone
arrived behind the back of the swing, the
swing got pushed in circular motion. Some
saw presence of the Tree in another person
and orbited around him/her/they. Some
tried to, from afar, mirrored every act of the
(him/her/they) Tree.
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Determination of timing was the thread of
this performance. It constantly reminded us
to conceive the ending of the performance.
When we sensed it was about time to end
the performance, we spontaneously shifted
our individual circular paths into helixes. This
way, the distance between us became small-
er and smaller. At the end, we met at the
initial tree.

jenny picked up a string that was tied to

the tree, wrapped it around the tree bark. |
followed jenny’s helix, and folded my path
into her helix. As the string were all wrapped
around the tree, jenny stopped moving.

| held onto the tip of the string where jen-
ny’'s hands rested. As we pulled the string
against the tree, jenny came to my back and
wrapped around me with both arms. We
have arrived at the center of the helix, where
we ended the performance.
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NOTE:

When a planet is pulled toward a body, it would
follow an orbital path when it has enough tangential
velocity. It falls toward the body, however, when the
orbital path encounters friction. When the orbital
path decays, the planet will roll in a spiral path toward
the center of the body.
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